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legitimate government, based on a principle of right,
monarchic or republican, parliamentary or absolute. It
was no use for Napoleon to promise France and Europe
that he would govern with parliamentary institutions; in
seizing France by means of a fantastic military coup, he
had re-established the revolutionary dictatorship of force,
which the Congress of Vienna wanted to eliminate from
Europe entirely. What authority would Parliament be
likely to have over the army which had mastered the coun-
try and the government by a surprise attack? Napoleon
might swear a thousand times to respect the treaties; where
would the wave of public discontent over the loss of the
Rhine, which had swept him to the gates of Paris, ulti-
mately leave him? If Napoleon should gain control of
France, all that would be left for the Congress to do would
be to close its doors and disperse. The war of 1792 would
begin again, and into what new chaos would Europe fall?
Napoleon might win further victories and conquer more
territory, but would a revolutionary dictatorship be any
more capable the second time of establishing an order
and balance acceptable to all in Europe, than the first
time?
The Congress showed itself to'be, not a ih& dansant as
scandalmongers claimed, but a powerful instrument of the
constructive mind, by not letting itself be overcome by the
spectacular coup, but by accepting the challenge. It met
again in a dual role: a Committee of War as well as a
Peace Congress. It did not hesitate to answer Napoleon's
peaceful overtures with cannon balls; but, while it pre-
pared Europe for the new war, it put forth a tremendous
effort to hasten the solutions which up till then had been
stagnating in the devious convolutions of the "confiden-
tial approach/' These were the hundred days of Congress,
whjich paralleled the Hundred Days of Napoleon, the hun-
dred days during which Napoleon prepared for the new
conflict with Europe, and the Congress came to a close.
Talleyrand, having hastily returned from Pressburg,